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“People may call CR mobile for any
emergency. It is meant for patrolling
and public calls only. We have
appaointed one officer and three con-
stables for each CR mobile van,” the
top cop added. '
Mirror organised an experts’
meeting on the PUB(LIC) menace,
on Tuesday. Deputy commissioner
of police (traffic) Vijay Magar, senior
police inspector Vinayak Vetal of

Koregaon Park police station, assis-

tant police inspector Aniket Pote of

the social security cell of Pune crime
branch, former member secretary of

Maharashtra Pollution Control

Board Dr Dilip Boralkar addressed

the meet. Also, on behalf of the

residents’ groups, Amit Jain from

Koregaon Park, Sujata Aghor from

Wadgaon Sheri, Drayson Dixon

from Kalyani Nagar, Pushkar
Kulkarni from Baner-Balewad and
Pashan were present.

According to citizens, the noise pol-
lution that has been harassing them is
caused by loud music played in bars
and restaurants late Into the night,
meodified bike silencers, heavy vehicles,
construction site machines, loudspeak-
ers, and the bursting of crackers at odd
hours. Most of these cases are from
places like Koregaon Park, Kalyani
Nagar, Viman Nagar, Baner, and other

neighbourhoods In the city.
According to various residents’
organisations from the above-men-
tioned areas, the authorities were
repeatedly approached for a solution
to the problem of noise pollution.
Mirror, In fact, conducted a fact-
check drive on noise pollution
caused by pubs and restaurants, bik-
ers using modified silencess, loud-
speakers, and also traffic congestion.
Mirror had published several storics
regarding this highlighting the
effects that the menace Is having on
helpless citizens. Recently, a notice
was served 10 restaurants and bars to
adhere to the deadline of 10 pm for
playing music.

Kumaarr and joint commissioner
of police Sandeep Kamnik conducted
meetings of DCPs and in-charge of
police stations following Mirror’s
reports. The CP gave directions to
handle the cases of noise pollution

prompt response to complaints.

Speaking at the meeting on
PUB(LIC) menace, assistant police
Inspector Aniket Pote said, “We have
been taking action against the res-
taurants and pubs for playing loud
music till late at night. Last week, we
took actlon against several restau-
rants and seized their music systems.
We sent the report to MPCB for fur-
ther action. We have strictly
informed them to follaw the dead-
line of 10 pm for open restaurants
and 1.30 am for playing music
inside with the condition that
there’s sound-proof arrangement.”

Dr. Dileep Boralkar explained the
responsibilities of the Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board. “Citizens’
groups should work as pressure
groups and they should write the
complaints to the police commis-
sioner or deputy police commis-
sioner who are the appropriate
authorities. The officer then for-
wards the complaint to the assistant
commissioner of police who will
conduct a detailed inquiry and for-
ward the complaint to the MPCB. In
order to maintain the status, MPCB
officers will fix the decibel meter
and appoint their staff at the spots.
This will surely make a difference
and keep a check on the people who
are violating the noems.”

He added that the pressure
groups will create a huge impact and
it will result in action. “Also, the
authorities should declare silence
zones in some areas, for which police
and the MPCB can come together.
Citizens can also file public interest
Litigations on this issue,” he added.

Besides reports on loud music
which resulted in the notice being
served, Mirror also published a
report on the illegal modified sifenc-
crs. Thelr deatening sound s an irri-
tant of the highest order.

Ambar Ayade, a resident of Nyati
Meadows in Wadgaon Sheri tweet-
ed the issue to chief minister
Eknath Shinde. He complained that
some notorious bikers visit their
society premises every night and
the modified silencers of their bikes
produce high decibels of noise,
which disturbs the sleep of chil-
dren, senior citizens, and patients.
The deputy commissioner of police
Vijay Magar noted down the com-
plaints and directed his team to

and alerted the CR mobile for | look into the matter.
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Pushkar Kulkarni,
BANER-BALEWADI-PASHAN

In my area, rooftop
bars have come up
In the last 5-6 years. !
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Sujata Aghor, WADGAON SH
Noise of celebrations during festivals |s heard from huge ctrh::ks g
loaded with loudspeakers. There is loud noise from near trapa
Shivaji Mahara] statue. Even after calllrf\g 1|12 v;;f hatv: ::sr:&ponsa.
songs v as women feel unsafe rough
e oo gl 727 ise limit and their timings as the

| to the nol
Underagedrinkingand | such huge crowds. | need a solution > Magar Immedlately called, and

noise pollution of bullet silenc- |
ers is observed. Wine shop |
permissions have been issued |
to people. Thare are senlor {
citizens living in the area, un-
bearable nolsas can be heard
after 10 pm. We constantly call
up to complain to the police but

‘ I have complained
Is If Mumbal, Deihl, Goa

Drayson
KALYANI NAGAR
about the loud nolses
of Bufiets. My concern
can follow certain rules, why
can’t Pune do the same? Can't

the city follow certain time lim- |

Its for celebrations? Crackers
also burst in the middie of the

take suo moto action. DCP
Vijay Magar replied, a meeting
was conducted by CP Retesh
Kumaarr and Jt CP Sandeep

Karnik, where bar owners were |

told not to cause noise pollu-
tion after 10 pm as it disturbs
the neighborhood.

children have to also prepare for exams. D!
told him on call that to conduct a meeting t
survey the whole matter in the area mention
exceeding will be taken strict actlon. .

o review the whole scenario and
ed by Sujata. The decimal limit

Amit Jaln, KOREGAON PARK, LANE7

Citizens have been facing nolse pollution issues for the past 12-13

years in my area. They have bean dialing 100-112; however, no action

has been taken by the police. Things are worsening now. We have met

municipal commissioner Vikram Kumar and anti-encroachment de-
partment head Madhav Jagtap. We asked them on what basis the PMC gives
permission and why cannot It take actlon on encroachments. We also met
the joint commissloner of police and then soclal security department head,
who used to rald. But all resto bars have got their equipment back again. We
work with journalists and they are aware of our issues, particularly, Mirror.
We have fled many RTls. All resto bars are breaking fire, excise, FDA, parking
and encroachment rules. | have been staying there since 2006. There were
only 3 Lo 4 restaurants and bars, but now it has become a hub for nolse
poflution and traffic chaos. They play loud music even afterr1.30 am. The DCP
replied that they would set up a team to look into this matter.

-

Citizens should fearlessly lodge complaints
Residents complained that the police do not take action against nolse
poliution. The police said that the complainant did not come forward to
give statements. Senlor P1 Vinayak Vetal said, "When a citizen complains
about noise pollution or any lilegal activity In their area, they do not come
forward to give detalls. Under the procedure, we need a panch to lodge a
| complaint. Therefore, we request citizens to be present at the spot. If they
| arenot present there, we cannot file a complaint. We appeal to citizens to
| . file complaints feariessly, we are here for tham.”
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